SEEKING ASSOCIATES

of what he called the spirit of a country and what
made it. "The modern community needs its serious
men to be artistic and its artists to be taken seri-
ously/9 I remember his saying. "The day has gone by
for either dull responsibility or merely witty art/*

I remember very vividly how Shoesmith harped on
an idea I had thrown out of using some sort of review
or weekly to express and elaborate these conceptions
of a new, severer, aristocratic culture.

"It would have to be done amazingly well," said
Britten, and my mind went back to my school days
and that ancient enterprise of ours, and how Cossing-
ton had rushed it. Well, Cossington had too many
papers nowadays to interfere with us, and we perhaps
had learned some defensive devices.

"But this thing has to be linked to some political
party/' said Crupp, with his eye on me. "You can't
get away from that. The Liberals," he added, "have
never done anything for research or literature."

"They had a Royal Commission on the Dramatic
Censorship," said Thorns, with a note of minute
fairness. "It shows what they were made of," he
added.

"It's what I've told Remington again and again,"
said Crupp, "we've got to pick up the tradition of
aristocracy, reorganise it, and make it work. But he's
certainly suggested a method."

"There won't be much aristocracy to pick up," said
Dayton, darkly to the ceiling, "if the House of Lords
throws out the Budget."

"All the more reason for picking it up," said Neal.
"For we can't do without it."
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